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Tobin takes
long haul for
Humpty's
sick kids
JAN NE SELETTO

IN his day job, Nick Tobin manages
Willoughby Council's $200 million budget.
For his holidays, he's going to do
something much harder.

The council's general manager plans to
raise $50,000 for charity, lose 30kg and climb
Africa's highest mountain, Kilimanjaro.

Children's charity the Humpty Dumpty
Foundation is running the trek, which
began as a fundraising event by North
Sydney Federal MP Joe Hockey last year.

Mr Hockey climbed the 6000m high peak,
with last year's climb raising $1.35 million.

"I'm a bit scared and apprehensive, but
excited," Mr Tobin said.

The 47-year-old said he had already seen
the mountain once. "I went to Tanzania
about 17 years ago. It's an amazing
mountain. It goes up into the clouds and
disappears. And it's there on its own,
sitting in this broad open plain. It's magic."

Each trekker must raise $50,000; Mr Tobin
has chipped in $15,000 of his own money.

"I can't afford to give that much myself,
but if I can raise $50,000 that would be
fabulous," he said. "It's such a brilliant
charity. They do incredible work buying
life-saving medical equipment for
children."

Mr Tobin said his climbing companions
would include Peter and Amelia Hillary -

the son and granddaughter of Sir Edmund
Hillary - and Jam ing Tenzing, the son of
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay. In 1953, Sir
Edmund and Tenzing were the first to
conquer Mt Everest.

Mr Tobin has begun a tough exercise
regime and has lost 9kg.

To support Mr Tobin see
everydayhero.com.au/nick-tobin.

IN TRAINING: Nick Tobin. Picture: Danielle Butters
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